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Designer behind Bill Clinton's office is right at home with
Harlem style
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There are 5o many things to chsess aover in Sheila F
Bridges’ apartment. Thene's the sire: deluxe, complete
with three bedrooms, formal lwing and dining rooems,
and makd's quarters. There's the location: the top floor
of 3 lsndmark 1901 Clinton & Russel bullding in
central Harlem,. just a few blocdks north of Central Park.
There's the symphony of rich colors. And there are the
sconess: of lighthearted, yet elegant, objects and
furmishings. Buk perhaps the most seductive Bt of the
interior designes’s handisork is one appreciated nok

1l

throwgh your eyes but via the soles of wour feet.

Bridges stams her magic carpet ride at the front door,
whers e offers you & pair of Morotan shppers, “I8's
Aok 56 much about the dea that the Gty s Ry, oF
ruining anything precous,” she says. "1 just want
peaple Lo foal o8 aaoe, | &y always in Bare feel.” Going
shoeless is, of course, & surefling vy Do Nesl ot ease
Bust the apartrment, which has been totally redane in
the pask fow pears, it a8 glabatrolting as & s
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Th romip bgins immedialely, i the tangenne blas of
& eniry, whene Ehe focal point S & borme Fhobel
mefiniscent of fin g Siecks Paris. OF this a
smorgasbord of dobrways Open, There i the
Blya-tomed living roem, andhored by the playful round
shapes of & Swedish grandfather dock hd n antigue
COVEX FIerTee

OPTIONS

b T



shapes of a Swedish grandfather diock and an antigue
EORVEX METOr,

The bold erange, bladk and gray stripes and exatic
furnishings of the home office-cum-guest room
conjure & Victorian exploner's Londen fat or @ 19705
Pop Interior, depending on how you ook at it. As for
the apple-green dining room, it boasts an assortment
of curious chairs, back-to-back demilune tables and a
Venetian-glass chandeligr.

*1 don't e things to be matchy-matchy,” says
Bridges. "Real e is having diférent experiences and
relatkonships, with furmniture as well as people.” Which
explaing why her apartment combines elements of
19th-century Paris, the Harlem Renalssance and
1950s Mew York, three eras that have captured her
heart. This scope is lllustrated nowhera more
concrefely than in the ibrary,

Throwgh a painstaking process that involved both a Lifestyle Updats E-mall

signmaker and a decorative painter, Bridges applied
passages and guotations from her favorite writers to
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the walls, ameng them Langston Hughes, Emily Ad Links

Dickinson and Dr. Seuss. One, by Zora Neale Hurston, " AT 5.-

seems particularty apt: "Here was peace. She pulled in . o Enese Thots oo Bl Troe Spa

her horizon like a great fish-net. Pulled ik from around  wees Wk o Lf:““"r_,"m
the waist of the workd and draped it over her shoulder, LY | Tabie Srempoo &
So much of life In its meshes!® And here, too, 50 mud Ll " Body Serubw 1 Hr
af it meshes, i “!""'“” - “H::::

“So Chic: Glamorous Lives, Stylish Spaces® by
Margaret Russell and the editors of Elks

Decor (Fitipacchi Publishing. Photography by William
Waidron, produced by Anita Sarsich, styted by Carfos
Mota, arigingl text by David Colman,
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