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The Sole of
Protest

How Washington, D.C.,
became civil-disobedience
central, REVIEWED BY
STEPHEN FOX '71 PH.D.

[ 802 K] Marching on Washington
&y Tuey G, Barber 96 PRI, {University
of Califurnia Press, 358 pages, $34.95)

WASHINCTON, DG, WAS FOUNDED AS A
place apart—a place of sober and meas-
ured deliberation, physcally and pedin

cally isolared fvom the res of the paton.
The capital's role changed permanently,
honwever, 1n 1§92, when, during the worst
economic depression the United Stares
had yer endured. Jacob Coxey's Army
slogged 700 miles from Ohio o Wash

ington to pressure Congress to pass a
myassive make work program of national
mad building and to rnact emersency |
currency neform, Although the canses
have long since passed into obscurity,
Coxey's Army began the tradition of
demonstrating for sovial change by S
marching onthe capital. Acentury lacer,
the Mall, the Capitel, and the Lincola Memonial have evolvedinto
what Lucy G, Barber calls “mational public spaves™ — nonel but
:npp.u‘cnl]y permanents destnauonsin American dt!’(ll?(."-ll‘f{.
Mardiing on Washington traces the process by which Amen-
cans redefined the capinal as a place of public debate and protest

‘The book examines political protesrs, new sovial movements,

changing ideas of citizenship and democratic rights, and the
phrysical evolution of various spaces in Washingeton, 1.0, ATl these
developments reflect more than a century of ramult under the
spotlights of the capital, m the process redefining Washingron's
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Barber traces chis shift
through six major phases Two
decades after Caxey’s Army.
Alive Panl and other female
suffragists stagned 2 procesaon
and pageant on the eve of
Woadrow Wilson's 1913 msu
guration. (The disappointing
cutcorne helped push Paul e
a more militant strategy of
picketing, arrests, and hungper
strikes) [n 1932 che Bonus

Loy consnnpn

Ay of 20,000 war seterans

[TELEVISION] TV sets maynot figure praminentiy in the spare and ole-
gant reoms Sheila Bridges "85 designs, but home-furnishing junkies with good
cable zervice cannow caleh ber dececating Lips va the Fine t eng Nelwork's show
Shella Bridoes: Designer Living, 1t began January 28 and airs Tuesdays ot Spm,

and their supportersconvenged on Washington, camped out, and
lebibicd Congress for thesrservice bonuses, which were nordue
untl 1945, During a stifling Washunpton summer, the protest
bevame inereasing]y mone radical and less patient; i was finaliy—
and violently pressed by US. Astny treopscommanded by
ur.

Douglas MacAut

The next two phases were nspined by the Black labor leader
A. Philip Randolph. While planning his 1941 Negro March on
Washington, whtich aimed to abolish certain federal discrimus-
ucasand to open more jobs forbladksin the burngeoning defense
industrics, Randolph decided to exclude white participants
because he feanad the influence and disractions of Commamists
The march was canceled after Rocsenedt agreed o issue an
executive order addressnyg some of the protesiers” demands,

Then, in 1963, Randolph and his assoriate Bayard Rustin
produced the epochal March on Washingtoa for Jobs and Free-
dom. [ts planning amounted o 1 summit conference of the
leacers of the civil rights movement. In contrast to previous
nsarches, this one was ambiguously sncouraged by the White
House; the Kennedy administration hoped its pressure would
help evereome the congressional seprregarionists blocking civil
rights legislauon. But this official capport carried a price: John
Lewis of SNCC was forced to maderare his speech, and the
marchers carsed only approsed sions and slogans.
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