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DESIGN NOTEBOOK

Picky Fingers Root
In America’s Attic

By DAVID COLMAN

AST year, when eBay, the on-line
market that |s taking over the
universe, came to Maghattan

put on a show house, it seemed thor-
oughly lacking in vision. Why would the
2lst century's greatest retailing suc.
;gmy :ldehe Perfect Siore," as a

c! it — stoop to upa
décor chestnut siale :&ﬂnp': dsle
from Victorian Engtand?

EBay's goals, 1a ghve the show-house
world a shot of ragtag cando and pro.
mote lisell In the process, enjoyed a
mixed success. The house was nol open
to the public, viewing it cuvtine was
dizzying and by the time the contents
were auctioned off months Later, every-
one had forgotten about it. Mareover,
last year it was painfully clear which of
1he six designers could smoothly navie
gate the mammoth river basin that is
eBay, and which neophytes floundered
in alluvial sludge,

Now, In & season where shaw houses
are proliferaiing like taxi
eBay is back for Round 2, this time with
a (our-siory 1own house open to the
public on the Upper East Side and a vaw
“I’sh mta‘l.:hl;:n“ I]l:mlll event. There are
e participants — among
them the golden-girl fabric designer
Lulu de Kwiatkowskl (wha ordered a
bed from China on eBay for $878), the
traditionalist Matthew Patrick Smyth
(who scored a new Pottery Bamn sofs on
eBay) and the clever modermist Shawn
Henderson (whote room leetered pre-
cariously, a3 eBay does |tself, berween

good and bad, between the name-brand
and the anonymous),

They and five others were rounded up
by the design veteran Marian McEvoy
and given budgets of $8.000 to $12,000
with the instructions that 90 percent of
their moms* content should come from
eBay. While the eBay show house s still

After eBay sprees,
eight designers play
show and tell.

A poor relation to the grandeur of the
nearby Kips Bay Decorator Show
House, which closed on Manday, this
year it has enough biie and brains 1o
warrant a book.

Meg Whitman, eBay’s chisf execu-
tive, arrived in New York Whis week to
promote the project and acknowledged
that her mandaie to keep £Bay grawing
at its amazing rate is not easy. Today, «
the largest new growth sectars for the
company are nof n new merchandise,

as has been the case for the last several
years, but in international sales. In Germs-
ny. Ms. Whitman said, nearty hall of all
online business is now done on www.e-
bay.de.

This huge machine of commerce, in which
every seller and buyer knows the value of
everything, has eroded the folksy spirit of
eBay's eatly years, when personal checks
and postage stamps were the coin of the
realm, Today manufacturers have discov-
ered ¢Bay as a place to #cll things that
haven't made it at the mall

But for the mamerit, 1he shaw house olfers
proof that there is stl) an encrmous volume
of cool merch, not oaly American, bul from
all over the workd This year, the rooms alk
‘achieve a certain polish. (Apparently. the
hours thal the designers logged with an
eBay shopplng expert were woll spent)
Alsg, eBay enhanced Iis cotlaboration with
the Alpha Workshops, 2 decorative arls
stidic in New York for cralts experts and
designers who ace H1V-positive. Last year,
Alpha artiszns just installed the show. This
year they were put o work crealing sten-
Tits, faux-palnting f v, designing a
Moor cloth and a rug, and &0 on.

It all kooks good, but so what? A show
housz has (o give you 2 reason 10 pay an
entry fee and trudge up and down the steps.
Are there fresh ideas, even Impractical
ones? Are (here any Insights into design,
collecting and the Internet?

A lew. Inierestingly, the designers nol
only sought out the objects they wanted, bat
they each also saw in eBay whal they want-
ed to see. Katie Ridder, who sald she thought
«f eBay a3 a kind of fascinating if mad
mélange of far-fiung oddities reminiscent of
the Victorian era, crealed what she called
**a curio cabinel.”” With disparate objects —
among them sem urchin shells, colorful
Turkish tlles recalling William Morris de-
signs, and a sei of egg prints — Ms. Ridder
consttucted & cool, deep turquoise olfice,
, ‘vith white stenciling via & paisiey block she
| hought.
| To do the dining room, Shella Bridges

timinated the usual table and chajrs.
Putting o glant circular fufled ottoman in

They Got It All on eBay (or Did They?)
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house closes,

N theory, 80 percent of the contents of

each room came from eBay, and the
budgeis were o include paint, window
treatments, special labor and supplies. Bul
nearly every designer broke the rules.
Most dodging was done through a loop-
hole: the shaw house's beneficlary, the Al-
pha Workshops, contHbuled $9,000 in hand-
blocked wallpaper for Matithew Patrick
Smyzh as well a5 52,000 in wallpapering on
his screen, seen at left; §1,500 in faux
wood-gratning on a table for Sheila
Bridges, a $8,700 (oor cloth for Thomas
Jayne; and §2,000 of custom palnling for
[sabelle Basquet's outdoor room.

There were other shortcuts. Mr. Smyth
hired his own coairactor 1o bulld out a fre-
place mantel, Lubu de Kwintkowaki used
waltpaper from her own line — and it's not
cheap. David Neito used nsuch of his own
furniture for the nursery and spent less
than 40 percent of his $10.000 eBay budget.

And the centerplece of M. Bridges'
oom wnt 4 $2,000 oltoman she sald she
botight six months ago on eBay, and then
sokd. But it was o good fer her room, she
said, that she ended up buying it back.
“Steewise, It was ihe perfect piece, and
eBay agreed 1o let medo i, she sald And
she’s taking it with her when the show

DAVID COLMAN

the center of the room and punctuating the
perimeter with a set of Lol Henre-
don dining chairs (32,123 for eight), she
made her rmom a valentine (o thal eBay
staple, the plate. There are as many as
100,000 plates up for bids al any one thme ol
eBay; Ms. Bridges narrowed il down o the
banal Blue Willow. Supplemented with the
same paitern In other colors, blue walls and
pink sari fabric, M3, Bridges' stately il not
terribly imaginative mom makes o good
point for new decorators and eBayers allke:
One con do worse than keep it simple.

Across the way, Shawn Henderson's
mauve-themed room (yes, mauve} s an
intriguing set-up — a clash of laste and
kitsch. The room is anchared by a raspberry
sucde Chippencdale-style sofa ($800), which
its Houston-based seller said came from the
oltices of Enron. A George Nelson clock
{$399) and a set of Fornaseit! Adam plates
($950) look down on a patr of inoffensive
armchairs and a dining cabinet {$127) that
were described on eBay only as “Danish
Modemn™ {a hilariousty all-tnclusive Lerm
common on the site, along with *Eames
era’).

For taste potnis alone, both M3, de Kwiat-
kowski and the designer David Neito turhed
oul engaging Eames-era spaces, Ma de
Kwiatkowski did her bed with end ta-
bles she painted hersel! with red Hascolat
paint by let, the Duich company, and
lamps from Alpha Workshops ($551 for the
pair). Mr. MNetio's nursery has a fully

Swedish Modern doilhouse (about
$1,500 on eBay). Both rooms have enough
dash for the most painfully with-It hepcat.
Ms. de Kwiatkowskl, however, played by the
rules, getiing every stick ol furniture in her
room [rom ¢Bay, while Mr. Netto furnished
his room largely with his own passessions.

The eBay Show House 2004, at 148 East &3rd
Streel, will be open from June 12 to June 19,
from 1§ am. lo{ p.m on weekdays and 10
a.m o 5 p., on weekends. Admission s
525, proceeds benefit the Alpha Workshops,
no children under [0. The contents of the
shaw house will be cuctioned on eBay siart.
ing next Thursday and ending on June 15.
The making of this year’s eBay show house
will be the subject of * Point, Click, Design,™

+ on ARE Sunday aty p.m. Eastem time.

SUDGET SHOW WOUsE Far left,
amassed on «Bay by Katie Ridder: sea
urchins, a bird's nest, a Chinese lobater
sculpture and Uszbelk texiles; left, chairs
sold as Mies van der Rohe and a
calfakin rug in a room by Lulu de
Kwiatkowski Sheila Bridges, below,

incorporated an eBay staple, willow
plates, and a table in fanx wood-grain;
below her, a collage of eBay ephemera
by Thomas Jayne, inset.




