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Harlem
resurrecting

If Bill Clinton moves in, he'll find a thriving community
of new businesses, lower crime, welcoming residents, and
alfordable cachet, He'll also find old challenges still unmet.

By Annette Jolin-Hall
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If Clinton comes to Harlem, he'll
find a community resurrecting

HARLEM from D1
Desagn Ine. from her eighth-fooy
apartment in the historic Graham
Court building on Adam Clayton
Powell Boulevard

Her spacious four-bedroum agart-
ment, with creavn moldings, mosaic-
tiled toyer, and built-in brokesses,
i5 a designer’s dream. A director's,
too, as it turns oul. [er bulding,
built in 1901, was used as a site lor
films such as New Jeck Ciry and
Malcoim X, Spike Lee also used her
actual apartment i Jungle Feveras
Ruby Dec and Ossie Davis™ home,

“The bloodstain where Samuel 1o
Jackson was shal s sull on the
flons," says Bridges, pointing 10 4
spot on the living-reom hardwood
that 15 covered by a sisal ares rug.

Looking aul her [losy-to-ceiling
wintaws, Bridpes has seen Thirdem
change far the heller.

Ske can pick up her dry cleanng
and prescriplicns in her own neigh-
© borhood pow She can worll out in
her neighbochood, rath-

the: air bere, 3 newly infused bope
for a neighborheod long neglected
afler drugs and crime took their
zoll in the 1960s. 11°s nat so hard to
imagine when Havlem was the meu-
ca of black culture during s fist
renaissance, when Ela scatted and
Ellington swung, when Langsten
wrile of a people’s dreams and Mal-
colm presched words of revolution,
But New York City councilman
Till Perkins warns that the Harlem
of the 21st centory cannol aflerd to
he romanticzzed vet. The neighboe
hood may he benefiting [rom a com-
mercsal boom and an unpracedent-
ed rise in resl estate sales and reno-
vations, “but if this soealled eco-
nomic repassance decs not trans
late into addressing the problems
that have stubbornly impacted this
community, then it dies 1o good.”™
Perkins, whese Ninth District in
cludes central 1arlem, parts of
Spamish Haclem (below L10th
Street), the Upper West Side, and
Morningside Heights
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Bridpes believes was fu- 3

eled by competing busi- “'St yet.
nesses that had no

qualing about délivering directly 10
residents” doors.

“1 used to be reficent aboul park-
ing my var an 117th Street because
1 was all [vacant] Lots, Now it's all
townhouses and Lighting," she says.
“you can't walk dawn & block in
Harlem without sccing, some: scal
folding.”

Up and down 125th Street’s com-
mercial artery, new  businesses
have popped up, o testament o the
300 million the city savs has been
wyested in Harlem sinee 1999
There's & Pathmark on the corner
of Lexington, the [ust full-service
supermarket the community has
had in 30 years. The famed Apalle
theater is within shouting distance
of o Bluckbusier video — the Lug
est-prossing  Blockbuster in the
country — along with an OId Navy,
a Magic Jolmson theater, and a Dis
ey store, all part of 1he $68 million
Harlem USA project

A Starbucks anchors the block
Clinten is eyeing. Twe deors down
froamn his propesed olfice building
stands a1 MeDonald's Express. And,
i a service that is sure to delipht
the former president, this Me
Donald's delivers.

There 1= an anticipatery bz m

a better look and in

some respects 4 posi-

tive atmosphere,” he
zaid, "But this rasy veneer is de-
lracting from the hidden problems
that are ant being addeessed.”

He ratties them of £ an infanl moe-
tality rate that is theee times higher
than the rest of the city's a pandem-
ic of AIDS and HIV. a floundering
unemployment rate, sl Sub-par pub-
I sehools, all of which negatively
affect Harlem's 300,000 residents

Even the coonomit development
isn't all pusitive.,

“Iheye are those wha were here
in the bad umes and sometimes
they wind up getting displaced be-
canse they can't afford the competi-
ton," he explains

That's what happenexd Lo Sigut.
The pwner of Sigut Imports on La-
nox Avenue, Sipni arrived from
Mali m 1988 and is representative
of the thousands of West African
immigrants whoe have npened bust-
nesses in Harlem.

Sigui, 90, does moet of his busi-
ness sellng the wextiles of his na-
tive Jopd — richly woven mud and
kubit cloth, colorfully dyed alive
and Adinkra clwth, [le employs a
trio ol 1silors, who sew stoles and
choir robes far thousands of Har-
Jem churchgoers.,

He was forced 10 move o Lenox

Avenue after getting priced out ol
his non-rent-controlled space on
125th Street a fow yvears ago.

Y1 was paying $4,000, someonc
else pay $7,000," he says. “The Iag
man come and push the little man
nal. That's no fair Bat if T sit here
and cry abeat it that's not helping
myself.”

Purking eclwes Sipui in bedicving
Clinton’s arrival, and geateification
as @ whole, have the potemtial
spotlight the challenges of o chang-
ing community, .

“There goes the neighborhond,”
Perkins jokes of the gradual pres-
vnee ol wintes. “[Gentrification] is
an inevitable consequence of folks'
Lemking for real estate passibilities.
There are whiles moving in but
ey aren’t dominating the [low.
The soul of Harlem will still be the
mecea for the AMrican diaspora.”

Clintan, Perkins says, wants to be
m Hariem “for the same reason
black people come. It's a rich hert-

. tape. He likes the idea that people

like hium up heve. And they de. Mure
than T realized, Crankiy."”

“1 thunk he is good for the comamu-
nity. 1 loveal him as president. Clin-
1o was better than i, says Tan-
yetta Sooll, nodding toward the tele
vised imape of President Bush on
CNN. “He can't ¢ven talk.”

Scott takes & mat-tauled comb and
sections a razor-fine part in Elaine
Hardon's hair. Hardon hands Scott
a long scction of human hair
stramndds out of a packape, which
Seott cornraws inte 1ardon's hair
to farm 2 loag braid down ber back.

It's just another busmess day at
liair Do Beauty Salon on 125th
Street, right across the street from
Clinton's propesexd affice butlding,
and the ladies are talking.

“They've reatly bult up Harlem,
with all the co-ops amil condes,” re-
marks Fladon, 40, a lifclong Har
lem resident.

“I'm maxd it 100K this long," Scoli,
30, vetorts, "It's goed that theyre
doiny i1, but they should have done
it a Jong time aga.” )

“I'n vating Bill and Hillary 10
my picnic. T have one every Augnst
al Marcus Garvey Park,” chimes
Carolyn Stephens, who is petting
lwer hair done in o stvle heavy on
Shirley Temple curls, "They'll deli-
nitely b welcome.”

A banner stretching the length of
the new condominium complex on
116th and Lenox speaks, it scoms,
for scores of Harlemites who want
Clinton to reside here permanently.

BillL it reads, Live Here, Walk 1o
Waork.

Arevee JohnHall's ool addross &
aohnhalfdghilyness com.



