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[eanne Brooks Gunn:

childdevelopment advocate, trained pilot,

award-winning psychologist

Vintage model airplanes aren't the most obvious inspiration for
a homey color scheme, But when Manhattan interior designer
Sheils Bridges took on an English country-style house amid the
rolling frmland of central New Jersey—the home of awand-
winning child development expert Jeanne Brooks-Gunn (known
2% Brooke) and bher hushand, Roabert Gunn, founder of a lead

enship firm—she reabzed that the pint-size amcraft had to be an
integral part of the decor.

“Its abways interesting to work with people’s collections,”
savs the lugh-style but practical-minded Bridges, whose bold-
face chientele (Bill Clinton and Sean Combs, aka P Diddy)
matches ber own comsiderable star power. She’s the author of
Furmising Foneend, 3 decorating manual that was released this
vear in paperback, and starred in the Fine Living MNetwork's

Opposite: The noak in the library is Brooke's favorite place to sit.
The cuslom-made banquette s upholstered in a hesmingbone-patiem
chenifle whose Lailomed simplicity s lightened with Doewened
cushions. Abowe: A sofa and custom-made armchairs are grouped
argund a buttan-tufted oftoman that can be used as a coffes table
of for fest-up relasation. Lef= Huﬂﬂjl curis up on a sofa coverad In
linen velvel, & fabric Thal gets better-looking a5 if ages
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The look is a little bit Swedish, a little bit French, but with an
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all-American sense of ease and simplicity.
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Sheila Bridpes: Diesigrer Living, *Boobert’s airplanes struck me as
soancthing that would be a really fun element to work into a
classical 1x

Bl more than 20 years ago by the couple, the stucco-clad
house {architect Dhick Meter was mspired by the innevatve

ior,” Bridges explains.

Briesh vernacular designs popularized in the early 20th cen-
tury by Sir Edwin Lutyens) had been renovated by Barbara S

Ciriffin, a Princeton architect, by the ome Bridges came on the
scene, The biggest change to the building, which st on 15
wosded acres surrounded by dairy farms, was the addivon of
3 new wing that’s connected to the howse by 3 wide, curving
cormndor lined with glas doors framing views of the bucalic
heart of the addition is an airy library whose

landscape. At th
vaulted ceiling and picturesque beams and trusses (they're
painted white to keep the wood features” hefty visual weight
Eive the ATIpEREIOn of a converted barn. The |_-.._-.55|[-.i§i.
nes of the grand space led Brooke and Robert to reevaluate
thewr general decorating scheme, which, they decided, just

at lay

wasn't good enough anymore

“Everything we had was 3 post-graduate hand-me-down.”
siys Brooke, a professor of child development and co-director
of the Mational Center for Children and Families ar Columbia
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Liniversity, a research facility for improving the lives of impaon-
ervshed children. (She's written more than 400 articles and 17
books on related topics.) So they decided to add color—

“The rooms were stuck in a white-linen-paint phase,” says

Brooke—and upgrade the furniture from mediocre to clasic,
while emsuring that the rooms could handle the antics of their
sort, Buemy, 15, and their soft-coated wheaten terrier, Buddy
Charmed by the country setting and the house’s relaxed,
aritocratic presence, Bridges created a look that is a bat French
and a bit Swedish, but all-Amernican in it simplicity, Reflect
ing the colors of the model airplanes—one of which hang
from the library rafters, recalling flights the couple, both accom
plished piloes, took years ago to Alaska and South America in
a 1948 Bonanza—the roomms combane dark woods relieved by
painted antiques and crisp cotton fabrics, either plainly colored ]
or graphically flowered. 1 tend o use newer upholstered picces
as the foundadon and antiques as accents,” Bridges explains. “If
you want comfort, you can't sit an a rickety chair” B
The glimmer of the planes’ metal is echoed throughour thes
hoase, from the gonmetal-colored chairs that stand outside 1o
the iron chandelier over the dining table. The library, howeverdr



is the most prominent homage to the worn colors of those
acrodynanue collecnbles: pale khaks, faded orange, soft red,
"The colom reflece the changing of the seasons, too,” the designer
says, noting that chromatic cues also camve from a cache of 1920
paintings of mudes by an artist rebitive of her clients, The hbrary
1 outfitted in antumnal shades, while the dindng rooan s spring-
like and the bedrooms feature summery blues, It a seambess
melding of divergent tastes: mmantic bere, modern there, and
thanks o Sheils Dradges, eminently livable everywhere. B
Interior designen Sheils Bridges  Archilects: Diek Males and Barhars 5 Gidfin
Fr mans bormation, see sources on page 222,

Opposite top: Brooke's home office also serves as a guest room. Tho
daybed & a French antique covened i a mubed handwoven linen
that nearly matches the calor of the daybed’s carved wood frame.
Oppesile bottess: A melal table and chairs stand in the shade of & res
an ong of tha housa's [heee sione terraces.

Abover An antique Louis Xvi-style bed that Sheila Bridges found in
Paris anchoes (he master bedrocemy 1he headbasrd = uphotsierad in
a whimsical chinotserie-motif printed cotton, Above it hang a pair
af cloudy mirrors with gill-gesso frames, Propped on a chest of
drawers 15 & 19205 painting of an anst’s model.
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