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Take the Oxygen Network's hit how-o
yov " Painted House™
wribes 1t as “the Osbourmes go
sorating.”

Millives are Tuning in to the new style !
nome shows, which are more reality TV -
1 plain DIY. “Trading Spaoes™ has pus -
- since Sept 11,

« Learsing Channel on the map with 18

on viewers a week, home.-arts guru -

gstopher Lowell bas an suxlience of 3
Tlion a week, and “Surprise by Desiga”™

Discovery's most popular daytme !

nes.
What's more, cable stations have intro-

ced spinoffs of their most popular pro- -
ams. The Learning Channed is expand- -
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MOVE OVER, MARTHA

With more than 45 home-improvement shows on TV,
the diva of domesticity has more to worry about than the feds
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The obsessson with home design isa'r @
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ferently: They do weird greens for spring,
they do a nubby rwesd texture for Gl ©
You don't feel bad o you buy something -
- says Nambe Warady, style editor of Bud-

for $100 and you give it 10 2 friend or do-

nase it to the Salvation Arsy and buy 2 -
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Audienoes also identify with average

: folks struggling with glos puns and sisal

: floor cavering, “[n 4 small way, this Kind
: of show shares something with *Ameri-
: can kdol,’
D *Whale You Were Out”
¢ es” companson series (it involves a secred
© two-day
. parbcipants ¢an upgrade by answering
: game show-style quesnons about theis
- parmners). “There's something very com-
: pelling abour seeing bow real people act
: under real pressuare,

" says Terem Strasser. host of

a "Irading Spac-
design transformation, whech

she adds
Strasser, who is & comedy wrniter not 3

i designer, argues that she represents the
d ° average viewes more than Marths Srewan
¢ goes. "Remember inthe ate ‘$0s wheee, i

you drank Evian and played racguetball
and bad a decorator, you were beg nme?
In today's workl, you would almost be em-
narrassed to hire 3 Gecorator, bacause do-
ingt it youwrself is seen asall that’s good and

i right abour Anvencans.”
! EXTREME MAKEOVERS

The public also loves radical transfor-
mations, “It's all about the drams of mc
before and after that these shows jhve,

get Living snagazine. “That's why they're



more interesting in a way than cooking :
: to help introduce its upcoming makeover
i show “Divine Design.”

Most dramaticare the makeover shows, :
especially the Discovery Channel’s new :

shows: seeing; that terrible room and what
it turns into.”

“Monster House,” This "extreme” show : shows on the air right now teach you noth-

tumns the home into a theme park: Home-
owners choose their ultimate fantasy, be it
racecrs or a tropical paradise, and ateam
of experts creates it, in & given period of
time, uangwhateverbudgaﬂtak&

The Style Network, whose mainstay
home shows are “Area,” *Rachel Ash-
well’s Shabby Chic™ and “Homes With
Style” (which has featured the digs of
such designers as Betsey Johnson and
Randolf Duke), is rolling out two new
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on a Dime” and “Mission: Organization,”

Even though Discovery’s Chrnistopher
Lowell insists that “S0% of the how-to

Ing."” some viewers do learn from them.
Karen Peterson, a 38-year-oid pub-
lic- relations executive who lives in the
East Village, installed a dimmer light .
switch after watching shows including,

: “Sheila Bridges: Designer Living” on the

“Clean House,” beginning in :

programs.
July, features cleanups and house reor- : . i
ganizations. “Guess Who's C to R Softimntmereal?lj;'dumbed«iow.»m.t:\lkmg

decorate?” (duell'ns winter) is amakeover

show on which from the home- :
e { ing to the lowest budget?

owner's past is brought into help. ~

Wall-to-wall home shows can be found :
on Home & Garden Television. This '
: in and reshape the space without buying
:anyt!nngatall That's a show that would
style programming, including “Design : have lots of appeal right now.”

month, HGTV airs “Fridays at Home,” a
two-hour block of its most popular life-

Fine Living Network. "Her show is veryt
savvy, with great interior-designer guests. -
gorgeous locations and practical, stylish .
advice,” says Peterson in praise of the”
Harlem-based interior decorator. “Most

to the lowest common denominator.”
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see a senies “with peopie who just come



