truth in decorating

Every so olten a piece of furniture seemingly earmarked for the ash
heap makes a comeback worthy of an ER episode—witness how the
armoire returned from the dead 1o reign supreme as a modern-day
catchall for the TV, DVD ptayer, and stereo, and that stultifying snarl
of cables and cords that links them.

Only recently that old stalwart, the sideboard, was slated for the Sal-
vation Army. But as more and more homeowners have discovered,
sideboards are far from fusty: They can be versatile, stylish, and, best of
all, incredibly handy. And they don't take up the valuable wall real estate
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achina hutch or an armoire does. As New York-based designers Sheila
Bridges and Todd Black explain, the sideboard’s long, lean silhouatte
offers a sleek alternative to the boxy, upright highboy, and its storage
capacity makes it usefulin any number of rooms. Bridges, who merges
high style with creature comforts in her interiors, and Black, known for
his cool mix of ethnic and preppy, differ more than once, for example, on
whether a low sideboard works in a formal room. But they do agree
on ong thing. Withits unique flair—a combination of Victorian practicality
and contemporary verve—the sideboard should no longer be sidelined. >
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1ROBERT BUFFET BY OLY
“The mirrored doors make this one
really sparkle,” raves Bridges. “I'd
like it in @ room Il with candles. You
can fit your stereo on one side and
your china on the other. It's the
right height, and the price isn't bad "
Black is just as smitten. "It can

go in any kind of setting,” he says,
“but it has a personality all its own.”
Heighi: 32%; widih: 72; depih: 20°;
maitetial: mahogany in dark-brown finish
and anliqued mirror (avaitable in black
and light-brown linishes); delivery: 8-10
weeks: price: 52,725

IPRIVACY SIDEBOARD FROM
SALON MODERNE

Black calls the color “very Prada.
And the finishing delails are beauliful,
I would pul dishes on cne side, a
bar on the other, and a big plasma-
screen TV on top.” Bridges has
olher ideas: *This is ideal for many
spaces, even the bedroom. And it's
periect for storing swealers.”

Heighl: 37°; widlh: 71°: depth: 21°; matedal:
lacquered wood in mini-green [available

in other colors and sizes); delivery: 10-14
weeks; prica: 55,500

3LUCERNE BUFFET CABINET
BY MICHAEL BERMAN FROM
PROFILES
“This i5 a glam Marilyn Monroe piece,
g0 it definitely should be showcased,”
Bridges notes approvingly, “Maybe
with a big painling above It.” Black
begs 1o differ. *It's quirky and elegant,”
he says, “but it's a littte low for a
dining room. I'd place it behind a sofa.”
Height: 31*; widih: 66*; depth: 227; maierial:
hogany with gtazed-p doors
{available In olher finishes ang sizes); deliv-
ary: 16 weehks; price: §11,100

4 VERONA BUFFET FROM
CRATE & BARREL

“The antiqued finish is just right, and
s0 is the shallow depth,” says Black,
“rd use it in a small space or a hafl.”
Bridges agrees, “I’s practical, versa-
tile, good-looking, and inexpensive,”
she says. “| love the red-painted
imerior, And the lock lels you use it

as a bar if you have kids around.”
Haight: 34.57; widlh: 62.5°; deplh: 17";
matgrial: anliqued fulipwood with walnul
weneer; delivary: 1-2 weeks; price: 58589

5MERCER BUFFET BY
DISTANT ORIGIN

“The craftsmanship is beautiful,”
says Bridges. "I'd also ke il in a dark
wood with light leather, to lend it a
more French Modem look.” Black, on
the other hand, says, "It's incredibly
sleek, yet it would work in both mod-
ern and traditional settings.”

Height: 32.5%; width: 79%; depih: 20°: mate-
riak: teak and bullalo skin with lsather pulls
{available in other leathers and sizes): dellv-
ery: B=10 weeks; prica: 56,200

1 NYACK WICKER SIDEBOARD
BY MARTHA STEWART
SIGNATURE FURNITURE
FOR BERNHARDT

“This is great for a breakfasi room
or a covered porch,” Bridges says.
“The wicker is charming, ihe details
are really thought-out, and Ihe color
is pretty.” Black has another use

for it. "Il would be terrific 1o stow
towels in a bathroom,” he says.
Height: 38" widih: 60°; depth: 207 matedal;
painted wicker with anliqued pewler hard-
ware; delivary: 4-6 weeks; price: 1,069

7TTUKUROQO RATTAN SIDE-
BOARD BY TUCKER ROBBINS
Black is a definite fan. *It's the most
substantial,” he says. "I could even
see pulling one in a bathroom as

a vanity. How chic would that be?”
Bridges concurs: “| like the elhnic
feel and hand-hewn quality. And
since the back is finished, it would

also work in a kitchen/dining area.”
Heighi: 38°; widlh: 72°; daplh: 20%; materl-
al: ebonized reclaimed pine and natural
raitan {avallable in ather finishes and
sires); delivary: 2 weeks; price: $2,700

# HICKORY MODERN S5IDE-
BOARD BY THOMAS O'BRIEN
FOR HICKORY CHAIR

“Big Daddy!” exclaims Bridges. “This
is for someone who really enteriains.
You can get silver, china, candles,
napkins, and everything else in hera.”
Black adds, “It's formal, no question,
bui the boxy shape and silver-plate

hardware lend il a Deco feel.”

Height: 41; width: T8™; depth: 21.57;
material: mahogsny in Lancaster finish

[ In other finishes); delivery: 2-8
woeks; price: $4,188

I NATURAL TRANSITIONS
SIDEBOARD BY HARDEN
“This is ideal for a breaklast room or
a dining area in a couniry house,”
says Black. “You could even paint or
stain it a deep color, like the Shakers
ofien did.” Bridges appreciates the
sideboard's simplicily. “It goes with
everything,” she says, “and the
tapered legs and airy silhouetie make

it a nice choice for a smaller space.”
Haight: 36%; width: 62°; depth: 227;
matevial: solid cherry in Burnished Ol finish
{ bla in oiher linishes); detivery:

8 woeks; price: §2,338

10 COFFRE CREDENZA BY
PAUL MATHIEU FOR THE
ODEGARD COLLECTION
“Full-on exotic glamour,” declares
Bridges, “yet it will work with either
classic or modern interiors. Il you
want to put anything on top, though,
you'll need a sheet of glass.” Black
agreas, saying the standout piece
calis for “a large-scale arlwork above
it” to balance its heft.

Height: 27°; widlh: 78"; depth: 17"; materi-
al; hammered white matal on teak {avall-
able in other materials and sizes): delivery:
12~14 waeks; price: 56,850
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